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Abstract:

Reviewing researches and its’ outputs especially scientific papers, is a type of scientific behavior
that is of great importance for the precise, wise and fair scrutiny of a scientific work or research
activity. This mental process involves trying to assess the authenticity, value, effectiveness,
innovation, and overall importance of a research output or activity. In addition, this scholarly
activity is also an integral part of the scientific publication ethics, and reviewers, along with
writers, chief and assistant editors, are considered to be the most important components of
scholarly publishing, especially scientific articles. Given the role of evaluation and reviewing
system in the quality of the content of the articles and the scientific health of these journals, it is
of utmost importance to pay attention to the ethics of publication and the guidelines developed for
reviewers or peer reviewers, chief editors and authors. However, there seems to be a need for a
systematic and analytical look at the ethical guidelines presented in scientific research journals
among scientific research. The Journal of Information Processing and Management (JIPM) is one
of the most experienced journals in the field of information science and technology and in the
journal's charter, there is a general reference to the Committee On Publication Ethics (COPE)
criteria, but no charter or statement of ethics has been developed to the reviewers of the journal.
This study was to investigate the review ethics in scientific journals in Iran, specifically to the
development of of peer reviewer ethics’ statement in this journal. This research began by extracting
and scrutiny the review ethics guidelines, which these elements evaluated by an expert panel. Then
the ethical statements of the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology (MSRT) journals
analyzed qualitatively. Subsequently, review process and documents (including review reports)
of JIPM were analyzed. The findings of this section were discussed in a focus group discussion
(FGD) which is decribed in methodology section. This research was a case study with a mixed
method or approach with non-basis qualitative, basis qualitative and non-basis quantitative in
parallel repectively. The non-basis qualitative section consisted of two stages of qualitative content
analysis for the ethics guidelines with emphasis on the COPE and the ethical statements of the
MSRT journals. The basis qualitative section also focused on the qualitative content analysis of
review documents of the JIPM and FGD. The non-basis quantitative part included a panel of
experts to validate the elements and investigating reviewers’ viewpoint with a researcher-made
questionnaire, each of which was performed in parallel with one of the basis and non-basis
qualitative stages. In this research, three types of researchers, data and research method
triangulations were used to validate the research findings. Two steps were taken to respect the



confidentiality and anonymity of review documents and reviewers' viewpoint with removing
reviewers and authors’ name and other components of identity disclusure. The findings of the
research showed that the elements of review ethics were classified into eight main components
including "timeliness", "confidentiallity", "lack of bias", "pay attention to competing of interest",
"pay attention to research misconduct", "respectful and fairly expressions", "constructive and
objective comments" and "accountability and responsibility" were put together with 40 sub-
elements and its’ examples or instances. Also, by analyzing MSRT journals’ ethical statements,
found that only half of the journals having ethical statements for reviewers and they have different
view, approach, and perspective rathter thant COPE to reviewers’ ethical statements. The findings
of documents’ content analysis section also showed that 102 examples or instances of violations
to review ethics in the "timeliness", "respectful and fairly expressions", "constructive and objective
comments" and "accountability and resposibility" elements, which "respectful and fairly
expressions" and "objective and constructive comments" were repeated more than other elements.
Also, for every 6.6 reviews (15% of reviews) there were violations of ethics for “timely” reivews.
Also, according to the emphasis of the journals on “disclosure of competing interests”, “respecting
confidentiality”, and “lack of bias” element, there was no significant and objective evidence of a
violation of these review ethics’ elements in the JIPM. Finally, based on the findings of the
scientific journals’ ecosystems with emphasis on JIPM’s ecosystem, review ethics’ statement

developed in two short and detailed types to present it’s reviewers.

Keywords: Review (Peer review) ethics, Journal of Information Processing and Management
(JIPM), Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), MSRT scientific journals, Publication ethics.
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